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In fhort, if there be any political Maxim, 
which may be depended upon as fure and in- 
fallible, this is one; that it is impoffible for a 
Nation to be happy, where a People of the 
Reformed Religion are govern’d by a King that 
is a Papift. Were he indeed only a nominal 
Roman Catholick, there might be a pofflibili- 
ty of Peace and Quiet under fuch a Reign; but 
if he is fincere in the Principles of his Church, 
he mutt treat Heretical Subjeéls as that Church 
directs him, and knows very well, that he cea- 


fes to be Religious, when he ceafes to bea 
Perfecutor. 















































Shai th dktotolatedat dd tatatd dat datatad dt tabi 
N°.44. Monday, May 2X. 











Multagque praeterea variarum mouftra ferarum 
Centauri in foribus ftabulant, Scylleque biformes, 
Et centum-geminus Briareus, ac bellua Lerne 
Horrendum firidens, fammi{: gue armata C bimera, 
Gorgones, Harpyiegque, et forma tricorporis umbra. 
Corripit bic fubita trepidus formidine ferrum 
fineas, firitamgue aciem venientibus offert. 
Et, wi dota comes tenues fine corpore vitas 
Admuneat volitare cava {ub imagine forme, 
Lrruat, et fruftra ferro diverberet umbras. 





























Virg. 


AS I was laft Friday taking a Walk in the Park, 
*% I faw a Countrey Gentleman at the fide ot 
KRofamond’s Pond, pulling a Handful of Oats 
out of his Pocket, and with a great deal of 
Pleafure , gathering the Ducks about him. 
Upon my coming up to him, who fhould it be 
‘but my Friend the Fox-hunter, whom I gave 
fome 
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fome Account of in my 224 Paper! I immedi- 
ately joined him, and partook of his Diverfion, 
till he had not an Oat left in his Pocket. We 
then made the Tour of the Park together, when 
alter having entertained me with the Defcription 
of a Decoy-Pond that lay near his Seat in the 
Countrey, and of a Meeting Houfe that was 
going to be re-built in a neighbouring Market- 
Town, he gave me an Account of fome very 
odd Adventures which he had met with that 
Morning; and which I fhall lay together in a 
fhort and faithful Hiftory, as well as my Memo- 
ry will give me Leave. 

My Friend, who has a natural Averfion to 
London, would never have come up, had not 
he been fubpena’d to it, as he told me, in or- 
der to give his Teftimony for one of the Rebels, 
whom he knew to be a very fair Sports-man. 
Having travelled all Night, to avoid the Inconve-~ 
niencies of Duft and Heat, he arrived with his 
Guide, a little after break of Day, at Charing- 
Crofs; where, to his great Surprize, he faw a 
running Footman carried in a Chair, followed 
by a Water-man in the fame kind of Vehicle. 
He was wondering at the Extravagance oftheir 
Mafters, that furnifhed them with fuch Drefies 
and Accommodations, when ona fudden he be-~ 
held a Chimney-Sweeper, convey’d after the 
fame manner, withthree Footmen running be- 
fore him. During his Progrefs through the 
Strand, he met with feveral other Figures no 
lefs wonderful and furprizing. Seeing a great 
many in rich Morning-Gowns, he was amazed 
to find that Perfons of Quality wereup fo early : 
And wasno lefsaftonifhed to fee many Lawyers 
in their Bar-Gowns, when he knew by his Al- 


manack the Term was ended. As he was ex- 
tremely 
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tremely puzzled and confounded in himfelf 
what all this fhould mean, a Hackney-Coach 
chancing to pafs by him, Four Bazés popp’d out 
their Heads all at once, which very much fright- 
ed both him and his Horfe. My Friend, who 
always takes Care to cure his Horfe of fach 
ftarting Tits, fpurred him up tothe very fide of 
the Coach, to the no fmall Diverfion of the 
Batts; who, feeing him with his long Whip, 
Horfe-hair Perriwig, Jockey Belt, and Coat 
without Sleeves, fancied him to be one of the 
Mafgueraders on Horfeback, and received him 
with a loud Pealof Laughter. His Mind being 
full of idle Stories,which are fpread up anddown 
the Nation by the Difaffeéted, he immediately 
concluded that all the Perfons he faw in thele 
{trange Habits were Foreigners, and conceived 
a great Indignation againftthem, for pretending 
ta laugh at an £xgl:/h Countrey-Gentleman. 
But he {oon recovered out of his Error,by hearing 
theV oices of feveral of them, and particularly ot 
a Shepherdefs -quarrelling with her Coachman, 
and threatning to break his Bones in very intel- 
ligible Exgiia, though with a mafculine Tone. 
His Aftonifhment {iill increafed upon him, .to 
fee.a continued Proceffion of Harlequins, S¢a- 
ramouches, Punchinello’s, and a thoufand o- 
ther merry Dreffes, by which People of Quality 
diltinguifh their Wit from that of the Vulgar. 
Being now advanced. as far as Somer{et-Honje, 
and obferving it to be the great Hive whence 
this Swarm of Chimeras iffued forth from Time 
to Time, my Friend took his Station among 
a Clutter of Mob, who were making themlelves 
merry with their Betters. The fir(t that came 
Out was a very venerable Matron, with a Nole 
and Chin, that were within a very littl: of 
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touching one another. My Friend, at the firtt 
View. fancying her to be an old Woman of 
Quality, out of his good breeding put off his Hat 
to her, when the Perfon pulling off her Mafque, 
to his great Surprize appear’d a Smock-faced 
young Fellow. His Attention was foon taken 
of from this Objeét, and turned to another 
that had very hollow Eyes and a wrinkled Face, 
which flourifhed in all the Bloom of Fifteen. 
The Whitenefs of the Lilly was blended in it 
with the Bluth of the Rofe. Hemiitook it for 
avery whimlical kind of Mafque; but upon a 
nearer View he found that fhe held her Vizard 
in her Hand, and that what he faw was only 
her natural Countenance, touched up with the 
ulual Improvements of an aged Coquette. 

The next who fhew’d her felf was a Female 
Quaker, fo very pretty, that he could not forbear 
licking his Lips, and faying to the Mob about 
him, ’Zis ten thoufand Pities fhe 1s not a Church- 
Woman. The Quaker was followed by half a 
dozen Nuns, who filed off one after another 
up Carherine-ftreet, to their re{pective Convents 
in Drury-lane. 

The "Squire obferving the Precifenefs of their 
Drefs, began now to imagine after all, that 
this was a Neft. of Sectaries; for he had often 
heard that the Town was full of them. He 
was confirmed in-this Opinion upon feeing a 
Conjurer, whom he guefs’d to be the Holder- 
forth. However, to fatishe himfelf he asked a 
Porter, who ftood next him, What Religion 
thefe People wereof? The Porter reply’d, 7éey 
are of no Religion; "tis a Mafguerade. Upon 


_ that, fays my Friend, I began to fimoak that 


they were a Parcel of Mummers; and being 
himflf one of the Quorum in his own County, 
could 


ere. * ms ~ + ~ 
- ee 





























ee - af atiay-c 
a. nt ai 


—s i Rl wnt 
- ee 


256 §©The Free-Houper. 


could not but wonder that none of the Middlef-y 
Juftices took Care to lay fome of them by the 
Heels. He was the more provoked in the Spi- 
rit of Magiftracy, upon difcovering two very 
unfeemly Objeéts: The firft was a Judge, who 
rapp’d out a great Oath at his Footman; and 
the other a big belly’d Woman, who upon ta- 
king a Leap into the Coach, mifcarry’d of aCu- 
fhion. What ftill gave him greater Offence was 
a drunken Bifhop, whoreeled from one fide of 
the Court to the other, and was very {weet up- 
on an Indiaw Queen. But his Worhhip, in the 
midftofhis Aufterity, was mollify’d at the Sight 
ofa very lovely Milk-maia, whom he began to 
regard with an Eye of Mercy, and conceived a 
particular Affection for her, ’till he found to 
his great Amazement, that the Standers by fu- 
{pected her to be a Dutchefs. 

I muft not conclude this Narrative without 
mentioning one Difafter which happened to my 
Friend on this Occafion. Having for his better 
Convenience difmounted, and mixed among 
the Crowd, he found upon his Arrival at the 
Inn, that he had loft his Purfe and his Alma- 
nack. And though ’tis no Wonder fucha Trick 
fhould be played him by fome of the curious 
Spectators, he cannot beat it out of his Head, 
but that it was a Cardinal who picked his Poc- 


ket, and that this Cardinal was a Presbyterian 
in Difguife. 





